Mary Anne Stani szewski (Stan-e-shess-key) Email: stani m@pi.edu Tel: 276-2544

O fice: DCC 130 Ofice hours: Wdnesdays 3:45 to 5:00 PM and Tuesdays and
Thur sdays by appoi nt nent

TV CULTURE: course #: 46465

I DO HOPE THI'S COURSE IS AN | NTERESTI NG EXPERI ENCE FOR ALL OF US. A SUCCESSFUL
COURSE, | BELIEVE, IS FOUNDED UPON MJUTUAL RESPECT

OPEN M NDS AND THE READI NESS TO WORK AND TAKE ON CHALLENGES

REQUI REMENTS

ATTENDANCE

Attendance is key. | viewthe classroomas a creative arena for discussion and
presentation of ideas and work. Three absences and you fail. (O course,

al |l owances are nmade if there is grave illness or something of this nature.)
READI NGS

For every class, there will be required readings. Discussion will be based upon

these readings in conjunction with visual and aural material presented in class.
BRI NG READI NGS TO CLASS TO Al D DI SCUSSI ON. Success of this course depends, in
part, on everyone doing the readi ngs every class.

THREE PAPERS: 5 TO 7 PAGES EACH

CHRONOLOGY

An on-going chronology in outline form summari zing topics studied is required.
I N CLASS VI KW NG DI ARY DI SCUSSI ON AND PRQJIECT

You will present a presentation to class which will be based upon your view ng
of television with a critical "eye."

TV CULTURE

2

January 13

Introductory Lecture: |deology, the International avant-gardes, and the

devel opnment of the nass nedia, slides and radi o docunentary and MDonal d and
Associ ates, Watching TV Watching Us

Recomrended

Mary Anne Stani szewski, Believing |Is Seeing: Creating the Culture of Art, 1995

Cat herine Bel sey, Critical Practice, 1980.

January 20



Fundanental s of the noving i mage: Di scussion of Eisenstein and Dziga Vertov's
writings and screening of Man with a Movi e Canera.

Requi r ed:

Dzi ga Vertov, Kino-Eye: The Witings of Dziga Vertov, ed. Annette M chel son,
1984, sel ected pages.

Mar got Lovej oy, Postnodern Currents: Art and Artists in the Age of Electronic
Medi a, 1989, sel ected pages.

John Hanhardt, "Introduction," Video Culture, 1986, 9-16.

Recommended:

Sergei Eisenstein, The Film Sense, editor and translator, Jay Leyda, 1949.
Christian Lodder, Russian Constructivism 1983.

The Great Utopia: the Russian and Sovi et Avant-garde 1915-1932, Paul Wod et
al., ex. cat. 1992.

January 27

Early Tel evision History: screening of historical docunentary TV Is King, 1939
Wrld' s Fair

Requi r ed:

Al bert Abranson, "The Invention of Television," WIIliam Boddy, "The Begi nni ngs
of American Television," and Anthony Smith, "Television as a Public Service
Medi um " Tel evision: An International History, 1995.
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February 3 Tel evision enters the U S. mainstream post-war consuner culture,
"The Culture Industry," and "MLuhan's ' Medium .~ Screenings: selections from
The Fifties, The Face in the Crowd, and Muntadas's Political Advertisnents

Requi r ed:
Theodor W Adorno and Max Hor kheimer, "The Culture |ndustry:
Enl i ght ennent as Mass Deception,"” Dialect of Enlightennment, 1994.

Marshal | McLuhan, "Introductions" and "The Mediumis the Message,
Under st andi ng Medi a: The Extensions of Man (paperback edition)
1964, v-32

Recomended:
Theodor W Adorno, Aesthetic Theory, trans. C. Lenhardt, (1970),
1972.

Marshal | McLuhan, The Mediumis the Massage, coordinated with Quentin Fiore,
1967.

Rayrmond W liams, Raynond WIIlianms on Tel evision, 1989.



Febr uary 10

Modern Humani sm The Family, The "Femni nine, and Tel evi si on

Cul ture. Sitcom Sel ections and slides of The Family of Man,
Sherrie MIner Two Unruly Wonen, M ndy Farber, Suburban Cueen, and
Mart ha Rosl er, Semi otics of the Kitchen

Requi r ed:
The Family of Man, ex. cat. The Museum of Modern Art, 1955.

Rol and Barthes, "Prefaces" and "The Great Famly of Mn," Mthol ogies (1957),
trans. Annette Lavers, 1970.

Betty Friedan, The Fem nine Mystique, 1963, sel ected pages.

Reconmended:
Mark Poster, Critical Theory of the Family, 1978.

Al'lan SeRula, "Traffic in Photographs," Photography Against the Gain, 1984 and

Moder ni sm and Modernity, edited by Benjanmin H. D. Buchl oh, Serge Guil baut, and
Davi d Soklin, 1983.

February 17
NO SCHOOL

February 24 FI RST PAPER DUE
More Families: ~Invisible Famlies, n Diversifing notions of
"Fam |y, n screening of Marlon Riggs Col or Adjustnent

Required: Marlon T. Riggs, "A Snap! Queen Deliberates: "Reading" the Medi a,
Media Network, Vol. 1., no. 1, Fall 1991.
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Bel | Hooks, "The Oppositional Gaze: Black Fenmal e Spectators,” Black Looks: Race
and Representation, 1992.

M chel e Wal | ace, "Mderni sm Postnoderni smand the Probl em of the Visual in
AfroAmerican Culture," Qut There: Mrginalization and Contenporary Cul ture,
editors, Russell Ferguson, T. Mdn-ha, and Cornel West, 1990.

Mart ha Gever, Tinh

Reconmended:

Her man Gray, Watching Race: Tel evision and the Struggle for "Blackness," 1977.
March 3

Soci ety of the Spectacle and the "Sinmulacra, n screening fragments of DeBord's
Soci ety of the Spectacle, 1973 as well as Ant Farnms, The Eternal Flanme, 1976
and U 2's "The Real Thing. n

Requi r ed:

CGuy DeBord, Society of the Spectacle, (1967) 1983, selected pages.



Jean Baudrillard, "The Precession of Sinulacra," Sinmulations, trans., Paul Foss,
Paul Patton, and Philip Beitchman, 1983, also reprinted in Art After Mdernism
Ret hi nki ng Representation, editor, Brian Wallis, 1984.

Recomrended:

On the Passage of a few people through a rather brief nonent in time: The
Situationist International: 1957-1972, ex. cat. Institute of Contenporary Art,
Boston, 1989.

Situationist International Anthol ogy, editor, Ken Knabb, 1981.

Greil Marcus, Lipstick Traces: A Secret History of the Twentieth Century, 1989.

Jean Baudrillard, For a Critique of the Political Econony of the Sign, trans.
and intro., Charles Levin, 1981.

Karl Marx, selections A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy, with
an I ntroduction Maurice Dobb, (1859) 1981.

March 10

NO SCHOOL
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March 17

First experinments in Video Art, Nam June Pai k and many others...

Requi red: John G Hanhardt, "Introduction," Video Culture, 1986, 16-23 Doug Hal l
and Sally Jo Fifer, "Conplexities of an Art Form" Mrtha Rosler, "Shedding the
Ut opi an Monment," Illum nating Video, eds. Doug Hall and Sally Jo Fifer, preface

David Bolt and foreward, David Ross, 1990.
Recomended:

Resol uti ons: Contenporary Video Practices, eds. Mchael Renov and Erika
Suder burg, 1996.

Vi deo Cul ture.

March 24

More Sel ections fromthe history of Video and Performance Art
Requi r ed:

Christine Tanblyn, "Video Art," Hi gh Performance, issue 37, 1987.

Kathy O Dell, "Perfornmance, Video, and Trouble in the Hone," ||l um nating Video.

Margaret Morse, "Video Installation Art: The Body, the Image, and the Space-
i nBetween," |llum nating Video.

Recomrended: |1 unmi nating Video.

Rosal ee Gol dberg, Performance Art: From Futurismto the Present, revised and
enl arged edition, 1988.

Al'l an Kaprow, Environnents. Assenbl ages and Happeni ngs, 1965.



Vi deo Cul ture.

March 31 SECOND PAPER
DUE

Fem ni sm Jacques Lacan, and Video Art: Joan Jonas, Dara Birnbarm and Sadie
Benni ng.

Requi r ed:

Kate Linker, "Representation and Sexuality" (1983), Art After Modernism
Ret hi nking, editor, B. Wallis, 1984.

Jacques Lacan, "Translator's note," "The Mrror stage as formative of the
function of the I" (1949), Ecrits: A Selection, translator, A Sheridan, 1977.

Laura Mul vey, "Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinemn" (1975), Art After
Moder ni sm  391-401.
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Recomrended: Jacques Lacan and the ecol e freudi enne, Feni nine Sexuality,
editors, J. Mtchell and J. Rose, translator, J. Rose, 1982.

El i zabeth G osz, Jacques Lacan: A fem nist introduction. 1977.

April 7

Al ternative Channels or Counter Corporate Voices: Deep Dish TV,
early Cable projects

Requi r ed:

Deirdre Boyle, "A Brief History of American Docunentary Video,
I'l'lum nating Video

Dee Dee Hal l eck, "Watch Qut Dick Tracy: Popular Video in the Wake of the Exxon
Val dez, Techno-Culture, eds. Constance Penley and Andrew Ross, 1991.

"Dish Directory!! Public Access TV, Use It Or Lose It," n.d.

Ben H. Badi ki an, "The Lords of the dobal Village", The Nation, June 12, 1989.

Reconmended:
Sherry M1 Iner, "Bargain Media: Taking Control of Qur |nages--and
Lives," The Independent, Jan/Feb. 1987.

Janmes Ledbetter, "Public Broadcasting Sells (Qut?)," The Nation, Decenber 1,
1977.

Herbert 1. Schiller, Culture Inc.: Public Expression, 1989.

The Corporate Takeover of

April 14

Musi ¢ Vi deos and |ssues of ldentity: M chael Jackson, Public Eneny,
Adri an Pi per

Requi r ed:

Cornell West, "A New Cultural Politics of Difference," Qut There,
1992.



George Lipstiz, "W Know What Tine It |Is: Race, Class and Youth Culture in the

Ni neties," M crophone Fiends, eds. Andrew Ross and Tricia Ross, 1994.

Susan McClary, "Same as it Ever Was: Youth Culture and Music," M crophone
Fi ends.

Recomended:
7
Adrian Piper: Reflections 1967-1987, Jane Farver et. al., 1987.

Di scourses: Conversations in Postnodern Art and Culture, editors, Russell
Ferguson, WIliam O ander, Marcia Tucker, and Karen Fi ss, 1990.

Ashl ey Montagu, Man's Mst Dangerous Myth: The Fallacy of Race, 1942.

April 21

Video as Activismand State of the Art/art of the state
Requi red: Gregg Bordowitz, Contenporary Video Practices, Suderburg, 199 .
"Qoerative Assunptions," Resolutions: eds. Mchael Renov and Erika

Carole S. Vance, "M sunderstanding Obscenity," Art in America
(1990), Culture Wars,

Recomended:
Culture Wars, ed. Richard Bolton, 1992, 27, 28-31, 92, 106-113, and
220- 226.

April 28 THI RD PAPER DUE
Video Diary Presentations and Di scussion



